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The Farrer Side  
 
 
I wanted to share with you the latest information from the Dream Teamôs strategic planning. The 
following decisions were made based upon input from the Congregational Feedback Meeting 
and Dream Team discussion: 
 

There were clearly two areas which the Team agreed needed to be addressed and made 
the first priorities in the Strategic Planning process: (1) an overall approach to our facili-
ties ending in a planning recommendation, and (2) a study and recommendation on a 
comprehensive approach to spiritual growth and formation (including new members, 
Every Member in Ministry and Adult Education. 

 
A third priority of a study of the organizational structure which would end in recommenda-

tions around how to best structure in a growing church did not have a lot of energy from 
the group. It is a hope that this could become the next Strategic Planning initiative after 
the accomplishment of the first two areas as studies reveal that this is of major impor-
tance for growing churches. 

 
The Strategic Planning thoughts concerning pre-school were referred to the Pre-School 

Board for further study and decisions. 
 
The areas of Off-Site ministries and Media Ministries were delayed until a future time. 

 
We now have formed the two task forces which have already begun their work. The Facilities 
Study Task Force is co-chaired by Aaron Slagel and Tom McGhee. The Spiritual Formation 
Study Task Force is being chaired by Tom McCool. 
 The initial reports of these groups will be shared at the next Dream Team meeting in 
June. Our new Senior Pastor, Scott Mann will be with us, and he is eager to hear about the 
process. 
 Thank you for allowing me to begin this process these last two years, and I am excited 
to see where God is leading Christ Church! 
  
 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jim 

May Tower Light  

Christ United Methodist Church  

May 2008  
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Introducing:  

Our New Senior Pastor  
 

     I grew up on the south side of the city of Elkhart, IN and lived 

in the same home until I was 24 years old.  I have two brothers of 

which I am the middle child ð and yes, the thing about middle chil-

dren is true!  Ha!  My parents sold their home in Elkhart about 10 

years ago when dad retired and moved to their lake home in south-

ern Michigan.  I graduated from Concord High School (õ83) in Elk-

hart, Bethel College (õ87) in Mishawaka, IN and Duke University 

(õ92) in Durham, NC.  All three schools were glad to get rid of me!  

Ha Again!  

     In 1989 I married the love of my life, Laurie Kyle, and we will 

celebrate our 19 th  year of marriage this August.   Laurie did attend 

Purdue for 2 ½ years and then transferred to the University of 

North Carolina where she graduated in 1991 with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree and a major in elementary education.  She has been a 

developmental therapist for infants and toddlers with disabilities 

for 13 years.  Beginning in 1994 God saw fit to bless us with three 

children who are healthy, happy and keep both mom and dad hop-

ping!  Jordan is 14 years old, Aaron is 11 and Christy is 8 (going 

on 13 ð or so she thinks)(:   

My first appointment as a pastor was in 1992 to Wabash First 

UMC.  While there I served as associate pastor primarily in charge 

of the youth program.  In addition to being the youth pastor on oc-

casion the congregation would suffer through a sermon or two from 

me.  In 1996 I was appointed to Royal Center UMC in Royal Cen-

ter, IN.   

Continued next page...   
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June 29, 

2008 
8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. Coordinator  

Greeters (East) Terry & Kathy Smith Trina Kenner Pam Arnold 
Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Greeters (West) 
Gordon & Rosemary 

McCool 
Diana Jones 

Pam  

Gellenbeck 

Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Head Usher Diana Jones 
Larry & Karen 

Sackett 
Chuck Austin 

8:15 Jerry Clough 

742-7770 

Ushers 

Tom & Ann McGhee, 

Gary Boardman, 

Pat Wright 

Joe Ludwig, 

Gary Davidson 

Kevin Maxwell, 

Brent Fine, 

Louis Comus, 

Dave Williams, 

Joan Farrell 

9:45 & 11:00 am 

Gary Davidson 

477-1846 

Acolytes 
Joseph Rodriguez, 

Cameron Gilman 
*************  ***********  

Linda Yoki 

474-0543 

Storytime Chris Cowden *************  Chris Cowden 
Amanda Shirar 

Ld_shdw@yahoo.com 

Enrichment 
Judy Rusk 

 
*************  

Linda Girardot, 

Sara Fine 

8:15-Judy Wright  

474-1677 

Junior Church 
Jennifer Cox, 

Tarra Tilley 
*************   

Jennifer Cox 477-2586 

Donna Jones- 

474-9767 

Infant Nursery  Joan Banning Judy Wright 
Jacenda Gilman 

474-6821 

Two Year Olds Brenda Wallar Hollie Kessler Kathy Burbage 
Hollie Kessler 

474-8643 
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June 22, 

2008 
8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. Coordinator  

Greeters (East) Jerry & Betty Taylor Jeff Crawford 
Nick & Judy 

Fetchina 

Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Greeters (West) 
Jack & Mary Esther 

Seifers 
Judy Rusk 

Mary Ruth 

Ingram 

Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Head Usher Jeff Brewer Steve Habben Gary Davidson 
8:15 Jerry Clough 

742-7770 

Ushers 

Herb & Carol Stevens, 

Heidi Brewer, 

Mike Ingram 

Randy Lower, 

Sherry Hunter,  

Gary Davidson, 

Pam Gellenbeck 

Brian Tilley, 

Renee Hulien, 

Rita Bulington, 

Jeff Oliver, 

Kevin Maxwell 

9:45 & 11:00 am 

Gary Davidson 

477-1846 

Acolytes 
Joseph Rodriguez,  

Jay Thoennes 
*************  ***********  

Linda Yoki 

474-0543 

Storytime Chris Cowden *************  Chris Cowden 
Amanda Shirar 

Ld_shdw@yahoo.com 

Enrichment 

Judy Wright,  

Katie McCool 

 

*************  
Stacey Parker, 

Michelle Jordy 

8:15-Judy Wright  

474-1677 

Junior Church 
Donna Jones,  

Mary Davis 
*************  

Melia Farrell, 

Lori Oliver 

Jennifer Cox 477-2586 

Donna Jones- 

474-9767 

Infant Nursery Rebecca Boardman Doreen Habben Jacenda Gilman 
Jacenda Gilman 

474-6821 

Two Year Olds Kelsey Schulze Phyllis Williams Makaela Snider 
Hollie Kessler 

474-8643 
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 Continued from previous page...  

Having grown up and always lived in the òcityó it was quite a 

shock for me to live in a rural area.  I genuinely thought Wabash 

was a small town ð I had no idea!  However, I loved it there and 

learned that all of Indiana is full of both wonderful and faithful 

people.   I spent one year as an associate pastor at St. Joe UMC in 

Wayne, IN and am proud to say I was instrumental in helping 

start what is now one of the largest Upward Basketball outreach 

programs in the state.  In 2001 I was appointed to North Webster 

United Methodist Church.  When I arrived at NWUMC (a congre-

gation of 260 in worship) I was the only paid staff person other 

than the church secretary.    The Lord has since blessed this con-

gregation with a full -time appointed associate pastor, a full -time 

director of music and worship, a full -time director of childrenõs 

ministry/volunteerism, pre -school director/teachers and multiple 

office staff along with a host of lay persons who volunteer on a 

weekly basis to do essential ministries.  God has been so very good.  

     While sad to leave North Webster I am excited to be appointed 

the senior pastor of Christ UMC in Lafayette and look forward to 

meeting you all.  To follow the best friend Iõve ever had, your cur-

rent pastor Jim Farrer, is both a challenge and a blessing.  With 

the Lordõs help I know all will be well.  May God bless you as you 

worship and serve Christ both now and in the days that follow.   

See you all in July!   

 

Welcome Pastor Scott Mann!  
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Christ Church  

Vacation Bible School  

June 23rd -27th   
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June 15, 

2008 
8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. Coordinator  

Greeters (East) 
Chuck & Mary Kay 

Long 

Stan & Carol 

Burkart 

John & Trudi 

Hatter 

Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Greeters (West) Les & Carol Wilson Carla Richards Helen Byers 
Betty Purcell 

474-3518 

Head Usher June Haste Ken & Peggy Jones Todd Weber 
8:15�² Jerry Clough 

742-7770 

Ushers 
Jerry & Betty Taylor, 

Larry & Cathy Clark 

Carol Burkart,  

Linda Hamilton 

Kyle Springer, 

Nick Fetchina, 

Jeff Parker, 

Brian Fine 

9:45 & 11:00 am 

Gary Davidson 

477-1846 

Acolytes 
Samantha Hatter, 

Drew Thoennes 
*************  ***********  

Linda Yoki 

474-0543 

Storytime Don Uglow *************  
Sandra 

McCammon 

Amanda Shirar 

Ld_shdw@yahoo.com 

Enrichment 

Rebecca, Megan 

Boardman,  

Mary Davis 

*************  

Cassie Fine, 

Tim &Jennifer 

Thompson 

8:15-Judy Wright  

474-1677 

Junior Church 
Terry Smith,  

Kathy Smith 
*************  

Becky Austin, 

Jennifer Cox 

Jennifer Cox 477-2586 

Donna Jones- 

474-9767 

Infant Nursery Lisa Layton Shannon Chaplin  
Jacenda Gilman 

474-6821 

Two Year Olds Jessica Rusk Sara Fine Hollie Kessler 
Hollie Kessler 

474-8643 


